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SAT. MARCH 18 • 10a.m.-4p.m.
Centennial Park, Fort Myers River District

Dozens of Best-selling Authors for All Ages

Activities & Entertainment

A Free Book for Every Child and Teen

Reading Rocks! Teen Battle of the Bands

Demonstrations of Library E-sources

GET THE APP!
Download our app for FREE

PRESENTED BY

Bank of America

Friends of the Bonita
Springs Public Library

Friends of the Fort Myers
Regional Library

Florida Gulf Coast University

www.ReadFest.org • #SWFLReads
239-479-INFO | 4636 • /swflreadingfestival

LARGEST 1-DAY READING FESTIVAL IN FLORIDA

MEDIA SPONSORS

SPONSORS

FREE • Rain or Shine

Worlds Largest 
Bath Remodeler

RE•BATH

239.275.9300

www.rebath.com 

11931 Metro Parkway

•  Bathtub-to-Shower  
 Conversions

• Shower Liners

• Walk-in Bathtubs

• Bathtub Liners

• Lifetime Warranty
• One Day Installation 
• Over Existing Tile
• Free In-Home Estimates

RE•BATH

*Offer Valid in the Month of February
*Not Valid With Any Other Offer
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$500
  OFF*

• Lanai Enclosures • Bathrooms  

• Carports 

• Windows • Doors  

• In & Outdoor Kitchens 

• Stormshutters • Screen Rooms  

• Safety Tubs 

• Room Additions & More  

• www.surfsidehi.com

ALUMINUM & 

REMODELING

40 Years Local  
Deal with Dad & Son

Surfside Home Improvements

4422 Del Prado Blvd
Cape Coral, Fl

SHOWROOM

$500 0FF
With Ad - Ends Soon

239-541-0131
LICENSED & INSURED

CBC 1261010
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WINDOWS - CLEAR CHOICE USA - NO PRESSURE, GUARANTEED

www.swflwindows.com
CBC1257807

$185 ANY SIZE
PLUS STANDARD  

INSTALLATION
WHITE VINYL SINGLE HUNG

4 window minimum. Up to 52" Wide* 
*Please call for details.

Beat Rising Utility Bills

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
239-337-2287

Locally Owned & Operated

BEST PRICES ON

IMPACT
WINDOWS 
AVAILABLE!

Must present ad. Exp. 2/15/17

WINDOWS - CLEAR CHOICE USA - NO PRESSURE, GUARANTEED

N
P
-0
0
0
0
9
2
5
3
6
8

I AM SPORT AWARD

PRESENTED BY NIKE

SWFLORIDASPORTSAWARDS.COM

The I AM SPORT AWARD PRESENTED BY NIKE

recognizes high school athletes who

are committed to getting kids active in

their community. Finalists are chosen

by community members like you!

BUY FINE QUALITY OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
AT THE FACTORY DESIGN CENTER!

6291 Thomas Road, Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-267-8300 Ext. 357  |  www.suncoastfurniture.com

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-4, Sun. Closed

Save Up To 70% of the 
Retail Prices!

Made in Fort 
Myers Since 1983

Exchanging the
warmth of Florida to
spend nights in 25-below-
zero weather along an
Alaskan dogsled trail
might not seem like a
bucket list item to cross
off.

But Norm Griggs can’t
wait to get there.

On Monday, the Craw-
fordville veterinarian
leaves for The Last Fron-
tier, where he will serve
among the dozens of 2017
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race trail veterinarians
tasked with keeping near-
ly 1,000 dogs healthy as
they trek along the 1,100-
mile trail. According to
the event’s website, 72
mushers are registered to
compete.

As a rookie volunteer,
Griggs will undergo a
week of training to learn
about the perils of the
winding, snow-filled
mountainous trail the
dogs and their mushers
will travel on.

Griggs, the lead veteri-
narian at Shepherd Spring
Animal Hospital, applied
two years ago but wasn’t
accepted. He received no-
tice in October he would
finally have the chance to
work on the Iditarod. 

“I’m kind of a dog guy.
It basically comes down to
my interest in dogs and
performance dogs and the
different things we use
dogs for,” Griggs said. “I
just want to put my hands
on a dog that can pull a
sled for 1,100 miles as a
team.”

Vet checkpoints are set
up every 100 miles or so
along the route from Fair-
banks, Alaska, to Nome.
The health of the 16-dog
teams is their utmost re-
sponsibility.

Griggs will be one of
many who work around
the clock in eight-hour
shifts to evaluate the dogs
and any injuries they ex-
perience. Each dog must
be checked at each vet
stop.

Shoulder injuries and
joint pain are the most
common problems, but
keeping an eye out for
symptoms stemming
from heart disease —
which could develop into a
problem given the dogs’
level of exertion — is also
paramount.

“It’s pretty highly or-
ganized and labor inten-
sive too,” Griggs said.
“People that are worried
about the dogs being
abused in this thing, I
think they’ll appreciate
the fact that the dogs are
completely taken care
of.”

But he’ll also be help-
ing with more long-term
research.

Vets will evaluate the
dogs and their joints and
collect samples along the
way to detect physiologi-
cal problems in dogs that
tow sleds for long distanc-
es.

“It’s an effort to fur-
ther the science,” Griggs
said. “If we can use things
like that as predictors,
maybe mushers can train
their dogs in a different
way to condition them.”

Griggs plans to docu-
ment his experience using
a GoPro camera. He in-
tends to put together a
presentation of the trip to
show when he returns.

CRAWFORDVILLE

Crawfordville
veterinarian
Norm Griggs
will work the
Iditarod Trail. 

Florida
veterinarian
heads north
to Alaska for
the Iditarod
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