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SAT. MARCH 18 • 10a.m.-4p.m.
Centennial Park, Fort Myers River District

Dozens of Best-selling Authors for All Ages

Activities & Entertainment

A Free Book for Every Child and Teen

Reading Rocks! Teen Battle of the Bands

Demonstrations of Library E-sources

GET THE APP!
Download our app for FREE

PRESENTED BY

Bank of America

Friends of the Bonita
Springs Public Library

Friends of the Fort Myers
Regional Library

Florida Gulf Coast University

www.ReadFest.org • #SWFLReads
239-479-INFO | 4636 • /swflreadingfestival

LARGEST 1-DAY READING FESTIVAL IN FLORIDA

MEDIA SPONSORS

SPONSORS

FREE • Rain or Shine

NP-0000923919

COMMUNITY 

LECTURE SERIES

Peter Ameglio

M.D.

Robert Martinez 
M.D.

Feb. 18 
Peter Ameglio

M.D. 

Bunions and

Great Toe Arthritis

Feb. 25 
Robert Martinez 

M.D. 

Hip Pain and 

Arthritis

8:30 am 
  Breakfast 

(provided for RSVP)

9-10 am 
 Discussion

3033 Winkler Avenue, Fort Myers, FL, 33916

Please RSVP 239-333-2963

SECRETSale!
COME IN AND SAVE UP TO 50% OFF EVERYTHING!

Just ask for your Secret Sale Scratch O?.
Your secret discount will be revealed at the register by
an Anthony’s sales associate just before your purchase.
The percentage of savings revealed will be deducted from
your total purchase.

Once the discount is revealed, it may only be used for the items you
have already selected. If you would like to make additional purchases,
simply request another Secret Sale Scratch OD.

Your Secret Sale Scratch OP

will reveal an EXTRA 20%, 25%,

30%, up to 50% oN!

There are NO LIMITS!

Shop every department including
Sale & Clearance!

YOU DECIDE what’s on sale.

Drop in
to win

No purchase necessary.
One winner at each
Anthony’s location.

$100 ONE DAY
SHOPPING

SPREE

Hurry, this
sale ends
Sunday!

*Valid 2/17/17 - 2/19/17 Only. Cannot be combined with any other discount. Selection may vary by store.
No adjustments made on previously purchased merchandise. Must present coupon to receive discount.

3 DAYS

ONLY

SATURDAY

February 18

SUNDAY

February 19

FRIDAY

February 17
• •

NO EXCLUSIONS!

Fort Myers (at College Parkway Center) • 239-275-3111

Punta Gorda (in Cross Trail Center) • 941-505-2177

Bonita Springs (U.S. 41 at Bonita Beach Rd.) • 239-676-7477

Naples (U.S. 41 at Rattlesnake) • 239-774-1010

D I S C O V E R T H E

A N T H O N Y ’ S

W OM A N I N Y O U .

MON – FRI 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-6:00 • SUN 11:00-5:00

FIND & FOLLOW US: SHOP OUR ONLINE STORE: anthonysfla.com

20%
OFF

25%
OFF

50%
OFF

30%
OFF

Online shoppers, TAKE 20% OFF

your entire purchase.

Lawyer: Florida airport
shooting suspect
mentally competent

MIAMI - An Alaska man accused of
killing five people and wounding six in
a shooting rampage at a major Florida
airport is competent to proceed with
his court case despite indications of
mental illness, his attorneys told a
judge Thursday.

Esteban Santiago, 26, was treated
briefly before the shooting at an An-
chorage, Alaska, psychiatric facility
after showing up at an FBI office and
telling agents he was hearing voices
and was under CIA mind control. He
made similar statements about mind
control after he was arrested in the

Jan. 6 shooting at Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport, au-
thorities said.

Defense attorneys Hector Dopico
and Eric Cohen, however, told U.S.
District Judge Beth Bloom at a hearing
that Santiago understands court pro-
ceedings, comprehends the charges
against him and is able to assist in pre-
paring a defense. They also said he is
taking psychiatric medicine in jail for
an undisclosed mental condition.

“We have met with him hours upon
hours. We do not have a concern at this
time,” Dopico said. “One can be pro-
foundly mentally ill, including schizo-
phrenic, and be competent.”

— Associated Press

State brief

A Parkside Elementary School teach-
er was transferred to administrative du-
ties Thursday after making a social
media post celebrating mass deporta-
tions.

The Facebook post referenced the “A
Day Without Immigrants” protest
Thursday, which called for immigrants
to stay home from school and work to un-
derscore the contributions they make to
the U.S. economy and culture.

The teacher, Veronica Fleming,
shared a Chicago Tribune article about
the protest and posted, “The funny part
about immigrants staying home is the
rest of us who pay for them are here at
work like we’ve always been. Looks like
less mouths to feed today. Have fun
while you still can. So glad to hear about
massive deportation. Let’s make Ameri-
ca great again. Thanks Donald Trump!!”

Fleming serves as an instructional re-
source teacher who runs a computer lab
at the school and teaches students about
technology, according to Greg Turchet-
ta, a spokesman for Collier County Pub-
lic Schools.

Parkside Elementary is in the Naples
Manor community, and 96 percent of stu-
dents are minorities.

“This is a very tight-knit neighbor-
hood school that stands for inclusion,”
Turchetta said. “The teachers have noth-
ing but love for these students. Anything
else is not a reflection of the school.”

Fleming has been reassigned to the
district’s administrative offices pending
an investigation. Turchetta said the dis-
trict believes she made the post during
school hours, but that is being investigat-
ed.

Attempts to reach Fleming were un-
successful Thursday.

Parents who saw the social media post
contacted the school about Fleming’s
comments.

Gabriela Marquez has two kids en-
rolled at Parkside Elementary. She was
on a lunch break at work when her sister

sent a message about the post. Marquez
called the school and talked to the princi-
pal.

“The whole school was hurt about the
comment,” Marquez said. “Most of the
students are Latinos. No one under-
stands why she would comment some-
thing like that.”

Marquez’s kids told her the principal
went on the school’s afternoon an-
nouncements to tell the students that
they were loved and that a teacher made
a mistake. The principal had Fleming de-
lete the comment from her Facebook
page, Marquez said.

“My kids love this school. My husband
and I love this school. We know the teach-
ers love their students. This was just one
bad teacher,” Marquez said. “What hurts
is that Ms. Fleming works at an elemen-
tary school. These are little kids. What is
she teaching them? How was she treat-
ing them just because they’re Latinos?”

Marquez said she would not want to
keep her children enrolled at the school
if Fleming were allowed to return. 

An online petition created by parents
on change.org calls for Fleming’s firing.

“We understand that as a private citi-
zen Mrs. Fleming should be allowed to
express herself, however, as an educator
at a school composed of predominantly
Hispanic, Haitian, and students of other
minorities, one should always be profes-
sional and behave as an impartial author-
ity figure that is held to higher stan-
dards,” the petition states.

EDUCATION

Collier teacher removed from
school after Facebook post
about deporting immigrants
ALEXI C. CARDONA
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

FACEBOOK

A Facebook post by Parkside Elementary
teacher Veronica Fleming.


